
MEETING OF DUDDON AND BURTON PARISH COUNCIL  
 

To the Members of Duddon and Burton Parish Council: You are hereby summoned to attend the Annual Parish 
Council Meeting on Monday 18th May 2026 which will commence at 7.00pm in the Duddon, Clotton and 
District War Memorial Hall, for the transaction of the business set out below.   
 

Signed   Trudy Ryall-Harvey.  Clerk  
12/05/2026 

clerk@duddonandburtonpc.co.uk 
07784 486 767 

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND ALL COUNCIL MEETINGS 
(Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960) 

 

AGENDA 
1. ELECTION To elect a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2026-27 
2. APOLOGIES To receive any apologies and reason for absence. 
3. DECLARATIONS OF 

INTEREST 
Members to declare any interest under the following categories: pecuniary, outside 
body and family, friend or close associate. 

4. PUBLIC 
PARTICIPATION 

When members of the public may comment or raise questions regarding matters 
affecting the Parish.  

(max of 3 mins per person without prior agreement with Chair and for a maximum of 20 mins in total.) 
 

This provides an opportunity for members of the public (who are not usually permitted to speak during the meeting except by 
special invitation of the Chairman) to participate by asking questions, raising concerns or making comments on matters affecting 
Duddon and Burton. No decision can be taken during this session, but the Chairman may decide to refer any matters raised for 
further consideration.  
N. B Councils cannot lawfully decide items of business that is not specified in the summons/agenda (LGA1972 Sch 12, paras 10(2)(b) 
and Longfield Parish Council v Wright (1918) 88 LJ Ch 119 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF 
MINUTES 

To approve and sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 23rd March 26. 

6. PARISH COUNCIL 
BUSINESS 

- To review the Parish Council’s Policy Schedule and agree their adoption for 2026-
27. 

- To approve payments to be made throughout the year between meetings. 
- To receive the Internal Auditor’s report for 2025-26 and agree any actions. 
- Approve the payment of Direct Debits for 2026-27. 
- To agree the dates for the Parish Council meeting for 2026-27. 

7. ANNUAL 
ACCOUNTS AND 
GOVERNANCE 
2025-26 

- To review the Summary of Accounts for 2026-27. 
- To agree the Certificate of Exemption for External Audit for 2026-27. 
- To review the Internal Audit Report for 2026-27. 
- To discuss and approve the Governance Statement for 2026-27. 
- To approve the Accounting Statement for 2026-27. 
- To approve the Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Annual Governance and 

Accountability Return. 
8. PLANNING - To note planning applications as listed on the planning register, including comments 

submitted since the last meeting and enforcement matters.  
- To note any planning applications received since the agenda has been distributed 

9. ACCOUNTS 1. To note the Budget v Outturn Sheet and accept the Cash Book 
2. To approve the Bank Reconciliation against Cashbook YTD.  
3. To approve the payment of Parish Council’s insurance for 2026-27. 
4. To approve payments made and income received since last meeting. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE - Community Safeguarding Concerns — Duddon Development.  
- Neighbourhood Policing Update – to receive a write update from the Chief 

Inspector. 
- Any other correspondence received since the last PC Meeting. 

 DATE OF NEXT 
MEETING 

To be agreed. 
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Minutes of Duddon and Burton Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd March 2026 
at Duddon, Clotton and District War Memorial Hall at 7.00pm 

 
PRESENT: 

Cllr C Cummins  
Cllr T Green 
Cllr G Goulbourne - Chair  
Cllr M Lighƞoot 
Cllr K Warburton 

Members of the Public: 1 
CLERK: Mrs T Ryall-Harvey  

 

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr T Lush. 
 

DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS - No declaraƟons were received.  
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
RESOLVED 25/043: That the minutes of the meeƟng held on 26th January 2026 be confirmed as a correct 
record and signed by the Chairman.  
 

PLANNING 
The council noted the Planning Register as circulated at the meeƟng, dated 9th March 2026.  
 

It was reported that the following planning applicaƟon had been received since the last meeƟng:- 
26/00378/FUL – Land at Duddon Wastewater Treatment Work, Willington Road, Duddon, Chester – Extension 
to Duddon Wastewater Treatment Works, new process units and change of use to operaƟonal land, new 
access from Willington Road, perimeter fencing and associated landscaping.  
26/00504/FUL – Burton CoƩage, Burton Road, Burton Chester CW6 0ER – AlteraƟons to side window opening 
with new Ɵmber window. 
 

It was reported that the following planning applicaƟon had been received since the agenda had been sent 
out:- 
26/00590/PIP - Land North of A51 Duddon Road CloƩon Tarporley - ErecƟon of up to 9 dwellings and all 
associated infrastructure works – the Parish Council discussed this applicaƟon and confirmed that they 
wished to submit the following comments in relaƟon to the consultaƟon:- 
The Parish Councillors have concern about the vehicle access point as it comes out onto the fast-moving A51 
and hoped that Highways would assess this for safety of  vehicle. 
The Parish Council idenƟfied the benefit towards the Primary School in increasing the number of households 
in the area.  
The Parish Council also shared concern about if the current infrastructure (ie United UƟliƟes) could cope with 
the addiƟonal need placed should this development move forward.  
The Parish Council asked that if the applicaƟon were successful if the developers would look to provide 
funding to support the exisƟng faciliƟes/ameniƟes within the Duddon. 
 

It was noted that the following planning applicaƟons had received a determinaƟon since the last meeƟng:- 
25/02077/FUL – The Willows, 4 Duddon Hall Barns, Tarporley Road, CW6 0HZ – Single Storey front extension 
and porch - approved.  
 

One resident joined the meeƟng. 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION –  
A resident on behalf of the Village Hall reported on the work that the Village Hall is carrying out in relaƟon to 
installing solar panels, they have sought quotes from several companies and have now commissioned Smart 
Energy to carry out the project.  They have a site planning meeƟng on 13th April with the company and 
moving on from this they hoped to have the solar panels and baƩery installed in the summer.  The 
representaƟve of the Village Hall was disappointed by the lack of advice available from the Planning 
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Department without having to pay a planning consultaƟon fee for confirmaƟon that planning permission is 
not required.  The Village Hall have agreed to take the advice of the solar installaƟon company due to the lack 
of advice from CWaC.   
 

The representaƟve confirmed that there was a coffee morning organised for Friday 27th and on 10th April 
there is the next Quiz. 
 

One resident leŌ the meeƟng 
 
ACCOUNTS 
Cashbook  
RESOLVED 25/044: that the YTD Cashbook dated 11th March 2026 be approved and the OuƩurn against 
Budget be noted.  
 

Bank ReconciliaƟon   

RESOLVED 25/045: that Cllr Lighƞoot signs the Bank ReconciliaƟon and Bank Statements.  
 

Appointment of Internal Auditor for 2025-26 

RESOLVED 25/046:  that Mr P Sanders be appointed as Internal Auditor for Duddon and Burton Parish 
Council for 2025-26 
 

VAT Rebate 

RESOLVED 25/047: that the Clerk submit the VAT Rebate claim for 2025-26 of £309.50. 
 

Payroll Provider 

RESOLVED 25/047: that the Parish Council appoint The Accounts Centre as Payroll Provider for 2026-27 and 
approved the seƫng up of a Direct Debit to make regular payments. 
 

AuthorisaƟon of Payments  

RESOLVED 25/048: that the following income and expenses be approved:-  

Income received since the last meeting for noting: Gross 
Amount Comment 

27/01/2026 Int Compound £20.73 Skiptons Interest 
27/02/2026 Int Compound £18.26 Skiptons Interest 
09/02/2026 Interest (Gross) £4.32 Bank Interest 
09/03/2026 Interest (Gross) £3.69 Bank Interest 
02/03/2026 CWaC  £1,004.55 Churchyard Ground Maintenance Grant 
 16/03/2026 HMRC VTR £309.50 VAT Rebate for 2025-26 
Payments made since last meeting for noting:-     

Date Payable to Net 
Amount VAT Gross 

Amount Comment 

19/02/2026 Bank Charges £8.50 £0.00 £8.50 Bank Charges 
25/02/2026 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £287.32 £0.00 £287.32 Clerk's Salary Tax Month 11 
11/03/2026 Tarvin Parochial Church £1,004.55 £0.00 £1,004.55 Churchyard Ground Maintenance Grant 
11/03/2026 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey £110.94 £9.68 £120.62 Clerk's Expenses 
19/03/2026 Bank Charges £4.25 £0.00 £4.25 Bank Charges 
25/03/2026 Mrs T Ryall-Harvey 287.32 £0.00 £287.32 Clerk's Salary Tax Month 12 
29/03/2026 HMRC PAYE £215.40 £0.00 £215.40 PAYE Q4 
20/03/2026 Duddon and Clotton VH £75.00 £0.00 £75.00 Hall Hire for PC Meetings for 2025-26 
 11/03/2026 Morral Play Services £52.50 £10.50 £63.00 Annual Inspection of Play Area 2025 
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ENVIRONMENT 
Playground – Clerk circulated the ROSPA InspecƟon for the Parish Councillors informaƟon, it was noted that 
the acƟons that were highlighted on the report were all low risk and it was agreed to review again next year.  
 

It was agreed that the following work needed to be undertaken as soon as the weather improves:- 
 Replacement of one fencing post. 
 Rope needs to be wrapped on net tunnel to protect the exposed wires 

ACTION: Cllr Goulbourne and Cllr Cummins agreed to review and arrange.   
 

PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS 
Asset Register  
RESOLVED 25/049 to approve the Asset Register for 2026. 
 

Risk Assessment 
RESOLVED 25/050 to approve the Risk Assessment as circulated with the Parish Council papers for 2026. 
 

Annual Report – it was RESOLVED 25/051 to approve for presenting the Annual Report for 2025-26 that 
was presented at the meeting.  
 

Policies – it was RESOLVED 25/052 to agree and adopt the following policies:- 
 Bio-diversity Policy 
 Co-option Policy and Procedures 
 Community Engagement Policy 
 Equality and Diversity Policy 

 

SID & Bollards for A51 – it was reported that the clerk had obtained quotes  
 

 SID Machine - VAS-300SA, Portable with a tripod and retrofit a Time Clock so it comes on at certain times of 
the day:- £5,823.60 

 2 x Bollards - £1,090.90 - This does not include installation. 

 

LocaƟons have been sent to the Traffic Management Officer at Cheshire Constabulary for review and 
approval. 
 

A quote has been sought from CWaC for the installaƟon of the Bollards. 
 

It was confirmed that the Parish Council would be prepared to contribute £2,000 towards the total cost of 
this project which without installaƟon of the bollards currently looked to be £6,914.50 subject to fund raising 
be sought by the residents working group for the remaining amount.  
 

CORRESPONDENCE  
Community Safeguarding Concerns – Parish Councillors was provided with informaƟon received from a 
resident in relaƟon to community safeguarding concerns the resident had.  The Parish Councillors discussed 
this and confirmed that they were not aware of the recent changes to the Muir Housing contract and were 
not aware of any new placements in Muir Housing properƟes and agreed to monitor this. 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
The next meeƟng of Duddon and Burton Parish Council would be held on Monday 18th May 2026 at 7.00pm 
in the Duddon CloƩon and District Memorial Hall.  

MeeƟng finished: 19.36  

Signed:………………………………………………………………………………….. Dated: ……………………………………………….  



 

 

DUDDON AND BURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

POLICIES 
 

Policies Date 
Adopted 

Date Last 
Reviewed 

Date Next 
Reviewed 

Accessibility Policy 23-01-2023 May 2025 May 2026 

Bio-diversity Policy 23-03-2026 23-03-2026 May 2027 

Code of Conduct 05-05-2022 May 2024 May 2027 

Community Engagement Policy 23-03-2026 23-03-2026 May 2027 

Co-option Policy and Procedures 23-03-2026 23-03-2026 May 2027 

Complaints Policy 18-06-2025 May 2026 May 2026 

Disciplinary Policy 22-09-2022 May 2024 May 2026 

Equality and Diversity Policy 23-03-2026 23-03-2026 May 2027 

Financial Regulations July 2024  May 2026 

Grievance Policy 22-09-2022 May 2024 May 2026 

Health and Safety Policy 14-07-2022 May 2025 May 2026 

Information Technology Policy 22-09-2025  May 2027 

Investment Policy 22/01/2024 May 2025 May 2026 

Data Protection Policy 19-05-2025 May 2025 May 2026 

Planning Committee Terms of Reference and 
Delegated Powers 

14-07-2022 May 2025 May 2026 

Privacy Policy 19-05-2025 May 2025 May 2026 

Publication Scheme 19-05-2025 May 2025 May 2026 

Reserves Policy 14-07-2022 May 2024 May 2026 

Risk Management Strategy 14-07-2022 Mar 2025 May 2026 

Scheme of Delegations 22-09-2022 May 2025 May 2026 

Standing Orders 22-09-2025  May 2027 

Training and Development Policy 19-05-2025 May 2025 May 2026 

 



Items for Approval to pay between meetings throughout the year

Item Frequency
Staff Costs Monthly 4390
Insurance Annually 650
Internal & External Audits Annually 57
Payroll Monthly by D/D 224
Website Subscriptions Annually 206
Bank Charges Monthly 54
Village Hall/Room Hire Annually 120
Membership & Subscriptions Annually 243
Admin Expenses Bi-monthly 450
Training Monthly 200
Churchyard Grant (Supplied by CWaC) Annually 1000
Other Grants As required 500
Village Enhancements As required 30
Village Maintenance As required 960
Community Events As required 500
Playground Annual Inspection & Maintenance As required 460
Ad Hoc  Beneficial items (S137) As required 0

DUDDON AND BURTON 
PARISH COUNCIL



DUDDON AND BURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: duddonandburtonparishcouncil@gmail.com 

 

MEETINGS 2026-27: 
 

Monday 18th May, 2026 at 7.00pm (Annual Meeting) 
 

Monday 20th July 2026 at 7.00pm 
 

Monday 28th September, 2026 at 7.00pm 
 

Monday 23rd November, 2026 at 7.00pm 
 

Monday 25th January, 2027 at 7.00pm 
 

Monday 22nd March, 2027 at 7.00pm & Parish Meeting 
 

Monday 24th May, 2026 at 7.00pm (Annual Meeting) 
 

Extraordinary meetings are called as required and will be advertised on the 
Notice Board. 

 
Meeting are held in Duddon Village Hall, CW6 0HD unless otherwise advertised 

on Agenda 

 



CASH BOOK

Balance brought forward £22,878
PLUS: Receipts £11,060
LESS: Payments -£9,669

£24,270

BANK

Lloyds Current Account £4,018
Lloyds Deposit Account £9,630
Skipton's Community Savers Account £10,622

£24,270

Parish Council Minutes are available at 
https://www.duddonandburtonpc.co.uk/minutes-and-agendas.aspx 

Geoff Goulbourne
Contact Number: 01829 781 433

General Power of Competence: The Council adopted the General Power of Competence at their 
Annual Meeting on 11th May 2023, Resolution 23/004, page 16 of the Minutes Book.

Significant variances explanation

Explanation of High Reserves

Year End Accounts

Asset Register

Risk Assessment

Chairman for Year 2025-26

Bank Reconciliation (below)

Duddon & Burton Parish Council

Clerk & RFO - Trudy Ryall-Harvey from 1st April 2025 - 31st March 2026
Email: duddonandburtonparishcouncil@gmail.com

Mobile: 07784 486 767

Information included:





Explanation for ‘high’ reserves
(Please complete the highlighted boxes.)

£ £
Earmarked reserves:

Reserve 1 8,000       Playground Maintenance & Refurbishment
Reserve 2 3,000       Repair of Safety Surfacing 
Reserve 3 2,000       Replacement Noticeboard
Reserve 4 800            Replaced of Laptop
Reserve 5 924           Community Projects
Reserve 6 320           Wildflower Planting

15,044       

General reserve 9,226       

9,226          
Total reserves (must agree to Box 7) 24,270        

Box 7 is more than twice Box 2 because the authority held the following breakdown of reserves at the 
year end:

up to one years precept to be kept in general 
reserve.









DUDDON AND BURTON PARISH COUNCIL ‐ ASSET REGISTER to 31st MARCH 2027

ITEM BOOK VALUE INS VALUE

Noticeboard £501.41 £501.41
Safety Surfacing £18,731.55 £18,731.55
Play Equipment £19,197.90 £19,197.90
New Play Equipment/Benches (2109) £14,130.00 £14,130.00
Litter Bins £627.03 £627.03
Fencing £3,137.32 £3,137.32
New Goal Posts £285.00 £285.00
Office Equipment £674.70 £674.70
Total £57,284.91 £57,284.91

Approved: 23rd March 2026
Next Review Date: March 2027
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Smaller authority name: Duddon and Burton Parish Council 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION 
OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY 

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY) 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

NOTICE NOTES 
 
 
1. Date of announcement Monday 1st June 2026(a) 

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return (AGAR).  The AGAR has been published with this notice. 
It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has 
certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR, 
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books, 
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to 
those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. 
For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available on 
reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Mrs T Ryall-Harvey (Clerk & RFO) 
 07784 486 767 
 clerk@duddonandburtonpc.co.uk 
 
commencing on (c) Wednesday 3 June 2026  
 
 

and ending on (d) Tuesday 14 July 2026  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 

 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 
records; and 

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed 
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and 
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor.  The appointed 
auditor is: 

 
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team) 
30 Churchill Place 
London E14 5RE 
(sba@pkf-l.com) 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Mrs T Ryall-Harvey (RFO) 
 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and exactly 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice – this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 



 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 
2026 for 2025/26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 



advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 
means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 

 confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area; 
 why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
 details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
 details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you 
will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
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clerk@duddonandburtonpc.co.uk

From:
03 April 2026 16:25

To: Paul Fegan
Subject: Chester LPU - Neighbourhood policing update

Good Afternoon, 
 
I am writing to you following the letters you will have received from Assistant Chief Constable Ross regarding the 
Constabulary’s Neighbourhood Policing Model and the rebalancing of the workforce (PCSO redundancies and 
warranted Police OƯicer increases) to best equip our team to support the Government’s Neighbourhood Policing 
Guarantee. 
 
Within Chester LPU we will see 6 additional Police Constables on the Neighbourhood (beat) teams and a reduction of 
3 Police Community Support OƯicers  (from 12 to 9). Locally we have been carrying 3 vacancies for some time so 
operationally there is not likely to be a noticeable negative impact. Four of our PCSOs have left the organisation but we 
will gain 4 PCSOs from other teams who bring with them experience of diverse communities. The 6 additional Police 
Constables are yet to be appointed. 
 
Expectations remain around conducting surgeries and road safety activities,  visiting educational establishment and 
places of faith, communicating with Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators, Parish Councils, and Ward Councillors. We 
will continue to work in partnership to solve local problems and ensure appropriately targeted actions. 
 
Below is a list of the Chester LPU Beat areas (the old council ward areas) with the allocated PCSO. There may be some 
slight alterations as staƯ settle in and we have a better understanding of demands. The one area which does not yet 
have a named PCSO is Lache – the PCSO is likely to be Carl Laing but we are keen to establish who is best suited to the 
area and how the demands play out. 
 
I will be sending out a teams meeting invitation to the Parish Council Clerks - a representative from each Parish 
Council is welcome to attend on Wednesday 8th April 2026 at 1800h for half an hour. I will use the opportunity to 
deliver the above as a briefing should you wish to hear it – I’m sure you will understand that I won’t be able to meet 
each Parish Council individually as I have around 77 Parishes within the Local Policing Unit (albeit a number of 
Parishes Council meetings now incorporate other Parishes so around 60 arrangements). 
 
Your local PCSO will be in touch to introduce themselves (or carry on contact in many cases) in due course. 
 

HUNTINGTON  Carl Laing  
 

GREAT BOUGHTON Jayne Lockwood  
 

HANDBRIDGE PARK Carl Laing  
 

HOOLE Sarah Johnson  
 

NEWTON Sarah Johnson  
 

LACHE TBC  
 

BLACON Andy Wynne  
 

SAUGHALL & MOLLINGTON Christine Hogan  
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UPTON Eva Williams  
 

ELTON &  HELSBY Neil Flanagan  
 

CHESTER VILLAGES James Hannath  
 

FRODSHAM Neil Flanagan  
 

KINGSLEY & GOWY Neil Flanagan  
 

TARVIN & KELSALL James Hannath  
 

FARNDON Rachael McKevitt  
 

TATTENHALL & MALPAS Rachael McKevitt  
 

 
Kind regards, 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email? 
 
This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom 
they are addressed. Do not use, copy or disclose the information contained in this email or in any 
attachment without the permission of the sender. If you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that 
any use, dissemination, distribution, or reproduction of this email and any files transmitted with it is strictly 
prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this email in error, please notify us immediately by 
replying to this message and delete it from your system. The views expressed in this email are those of the 
individual and not necessarily those of Cheshire Constabulary.  
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